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“Does God Have a Design for Ministry?” 
Acts 2:1-4 

 
Since my arrival, the messages that I’ve been bringing to you have been on the theme, “The kingdom of God.”  
This is a direct passage that speaks about the unfolding of the kingdom in the life of the church.  I want to share a 
couple of things with you this morning from this passage.   
 
1When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a 
sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as 
of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. (ESV) 
 
A few months back in the month of May when my wife and I visited this beautiful town, we encountered some of 
the most beautiful weather we have ever seen in our entire lives.  And when we drove across the country in 
August and arrived here around August 16, the weather was still absolutely incredible.  I don’t know if you 
noticed it or not, but the weather pattern has changed a little bit.  I know something’s wrong with the cable where 
we’re staying because every time it comes up, it keeps showing a weather map that was yesterday.  It says rainy 
and cold and windy.  I don’t know why but every day it just keeps showing that.  The thing that amazes me is that 
our experience up in Seattle has been nothing but incredibly beautiful weather.  So we’ve got no personal history 
to relate to the change of weather that we’re now experiencing.  But I was told by many dear friends in this church 
when I was candidating that it wasn’t going to be sunny forever.  There might be a couple of days from 
September through March or April that we would get a little bit of rain.  When we got here I started hearing about 
the Green River, and then I started hearing about the Green River dam, and then I started getting other pictures in 
my mind about difficulty and trial, and all of a sudden you realize that there is a weather pattern here, isn’t there?  
Now, that may be news to me but it’s certainly not news to you.  The reason I bring that up is because anyone 
who lives in Seattle knows what the weather is going to be like.  There’s no surprise to you; you just are very 
gracious in trying to explain to guests that they may encounter a little different weather than they’re used to.  That 
is so cool and fantastic because you realize that it’s part of God’s design for this part of His earth, and it’s how He 
brings about the blessing through rain of all the harvest and fruitfulness.  Once in a while after it’s been absolutely 
pouring rain, you get that five minutes when you see the sunshine and all of a sudden the clouds are gone.  I’ve 
never seen such a crystal clear view of the mountain and it’s wonderful.  And those five minutes keeps you going 
for the next time. 
 
It’s amazing that we can know that, that we can experience that, and we can read in our Bible where it says the 
heavens declare the glory of God and they’re reflecting His purpose and direction, and through even the weather 
He is providentially changing the course of people’s lives and nations.  We can understand that but somehow we 
lose track of the simple thing of “design” when it comes to the church.  The entire pattern of the Bible from 
chapter after chapter reflects one single thing among others, that one thing, that God is unfolding His purpose, His 
plan across this earth.  Even though the worst things happen, even though the heights of man’s sin seem to ascend 
and to destroy the kingdom of God and the people of God, God still prevails over it.  Eventually the sunshine 
comes.  Eventually amidst the darkness and the rain and the dreariness which sometimes are our trials, all of a 
sudden we have this flash of light that God hasn’t forgotten us, that God still loves us, that His purpose has not 
gone wanting. 
 
The Book of Acts is a chronicle, a historical narrative that Luke was writing to let the people of his age know (in 
particular one governor, Theophilus) of the exact things that Jesus was continuing to do in the life of the church 
even though Jesus was at the right hand of the Father in heaven.  Luke was wanting everyone to come to 
understand that the God that had brought redemption though His son, through His life and His death and His 
crucifixion, through His ascending from the grave and the depths of hell, through His resurrection from the dead, 
through His witnessing by over five hundred and the crowds and the apostles, through His ascension into heaven 
and enthronement upon the throne of David that God was not finished yet.  That God was still, having brought 
about redemption through Jesus, going to now apply the work of Jesus to the church.  And through that 
application of the work of Jesus to the church by the ministry of the Holy Spirit, God was going to transform them 
more and more into the image of His Son so that the world would be able to look at the church and know that God 
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was alive and that God is the God of grace and that God is the God who saves sinners like us, and there’s hope for 
them.  So when Luke is writing this epistle, he’s wanting us to catch a bit of the narrative of our own redemption.  
I’m going to just mention three things and you’re all probably thinking, “Yeah, right.  Pastors hardly ever mention 
just three things.”  The point of God’s design, the proof of God’s design, and the power of God’s design is seen in 
this passage here in Acts chapter 2 starting in verse 1.  The Bible says,  
 
1When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place.  (ESV) 
 
As I mentioned, God had finished with the ministry of Jesus, bringing about the absolute payment that was 
necessary for our sin.  Christ had been raised from the dead to prove Who He was.  He had ascended to the right 
hand of the Father, and Peter says in the Book of Acts that His resurrection, His ascension, His enthronement in 
glory is in itself evidence that God is true and that Christ is who He claimed to be.  As they were thinking over 
these truths, they were gathered together for this Day of Pentecost – this Day when in the tradition of Israel, this 
Day of celebrating the gathering of crops – that’s what Pentecost was about.  It was about the first fruits of the 
crops.  The Bible says that the disciples, on that day when Pentecost arrived, “were all together in one place.”  
That speaks to God’s sovereignty, it speaks to His plan and His purpose, but for our considerations this morning I 
want you to catch the point of God’s design in this because God had gathered His church in that one place so that 
they could collectively together experience the coming of His spirit’s presence into their lives.  The whole point 
of that design was to bring His blessing to them.  Pentecost was about blessing.  It was about first fruits.  It was 
about the gathering of crops, and now Christ was starting to gather His church on that Day of Pentecost as they 
were simply sitting in that room.  What a powerful way that God was demonstrating His presence. 
 
There was the point of God’s design which is harvest or blessing, and you know that even in the Old Testament 
when the Israelites were going through so many trials and struggles, God said through Jeremiah, “It is my 
purpose, my plan not to harm you but to give you a future and a hope.”  The Israelites were now beginning to get 
proof of that, and that brings me to the second point, that there was a proof of God’s design as the Spirit of God 
came and their lives were changed.  That’s found in verse 2.   
 
2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting.  (ESV) 
 
There was nothing the church could have done to organize this or to manipulate it or to control it.  God sent it.  
The point of God’s blessing was now being proven out with in fact a demonstration of His blessing, this proof of 
His presence with His people as His Spirit descended upon them collectively as a church.  We can go back in the 
Old Testament and see other similar events where God’s Spirit was working to bring about a specific purpose or 
design.  The first one of course is at creation.  We read in Genesis chapter 1 that the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the surface of the earth and as God’s Spirit was hovering over the earth, God’s design began to unfold over 
the next six days.  The presence of God’s Spirit brought design and order to the planet and to the universe that He 
was making.  In second place, consider the time of Noah in Genesis chapter 6.  Man had rebelled against God, 
turned away from Him.  But then it says that the Spirit of God was grieved that He had even made man.  And so 
God raised up Noah and gave him specific plans about how to build an ark.  Building an ark here might make 
sense.  Building one in the desert doesn’t.  But God told Noah to build it.  He gave him specific designs, and that 
was happening as the Spirit of God was moving in that situation in that place of the earth. 
 
My wife and I served in Australia for almost thirteen years and there is a place in the heart of the country called 
“Ayers Rock.”  The Aboriginals refer to it as “Uluru.”  It’s this mammoth structural rock that has been raised up 
out of the earth.  To walk around it takes about three hours.  To give you some kind of parallel, when you first see 
it it’s a lot like looking at Mount Rainier.  You almost say, “Oh my goodness.”  It’s striking because the desert 
goes forever and all of a sudden there’s this mammoth rock in the middle of it.  Gloria and I went out to see Ayers 
Rock and while we were there we heard part of this tour where park rangers were discussing what had happened 
to bring about Ayers Rock.  They explained it had come about as a result of this incredible volcanic activity 
pushing up rock from under the earth.  Then about an hour and a half drive away through the desert there’s 
another formation called “The Olgas.”  They’re another huge rock formation except that this formation didn’t 
result from the earth being pushed up.  This rock formation resulted from sedimentary layering of dust and dirt 
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and creatures.  The park ranger said, “We don’t know what happened here but at one time there was a flood.”  
Really?  A flood in the middle of the desert?  Isn’t that interesting?  Seems like God said something about that.  
All over the earth there are these witnesses to catastrophic events that only the Bible explains.  Here we have 
again in the account of Noah in Genesis chapter 6 an occasion where the Spirit of God was moving in Noah’s life 
because of His disdain to the sin that was present in world, for Noah to build an ark. 
 
But there’s a third example I want to briefly mention, and that has to do with Moses’ tabernacle. In Moses’ 
tabernacle, the same thing happened.  God called Moses to the mountain.  God gave him specific designs for what 
the tabernacle was to look like.  He told Moses in Exodus 25 in verses 9 and 40, “Construct the tabernacle after 
the pattern you’ve seen on this mountain.”  Then what did God do?  Down in the valley God empowered people 
in the church, Old Testament Israel, to actually fabricate the necessary things for the construction of that 
tabernacle.  He gifted people with artisan and jewelry skills to be able to build the very thing that God said needed 
to be built so that people could worship Him as they traveled through the desert.  That was a result again, 
specifically, of God’s Spirit moving in the hearts and lives of men to bring about another phase of redemption. 
 
Now in Acts, building on what God’s Spirit had done in creation, building on what had happened through Noah, 
building on what had happened under Moses, God’s Spirit is now moving specifically in the life of the church to 
bring about God’s design, God’s pattern for ministry.  As the Spirit of God was poured out upon the church, the 
proof of God’s design was seen in lives and ministries that were being built up with the power of God being at 
work in their lives. 
 
That brings me to the third point.  There was the point of God’s design which is harvest or blessing, or the proof 
of God’s design which was the building up of ministry in the lives of people.  There’s also this power of God’s 
design as seen in what the Spirit of God was doing in the early church.  That’s in Acts chapter 2, verse 3.   
 
3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. (ESV) 
 
There’s a lot of discussion about the whole tongues issue out of Acts, but it’s a very simple thing.  Tongues in the 
Book of Acts, Glossolalia, has to do with foreign languages.  We know that because in Acts as people spoke in 
different languages, people from the nations that had gathered in Jerusalem for Pentecost were hearing the Gospel 
in their own tongue, in their own language. 
 
I pastored a church in Cairns in Queensland in the far north of Australia.  I have to tell you, I prayed for the gift of 
tongues.  Not utterances but the real thing because I had a congregation of Cook Islanders.  I had a congregation 
of Solomon Island people.  I had a congregation of Koreans.  I had a congregation where the Koreans were trying 
to reach the Japanese.  When I would preach in our Cook Island service, one of my brothers, Bill Napara, would 
translate into Cook Island.  When I preached in the Korean service, I had two translators.  There was a Korean 
brother, Joe Kim, who translated into Korean, and a Japanese sister in Christ who would translate into Japanese.  
If you think your services ever go long here . . .  It would have been awesome to be able to say to them personally, 
“Oh, by the way, this is what it means in your language.”  But God raised up people in the church to do that, of 
course.  And God is still raising up people to do that across the planet with Bible translation and everything else.  
But on this day God wanted the message to go out to all nations simultaneously.  It was going to be a few years 
before the printing press and a few years after that before Microsoft.  God did it to show that He was God to get 
the word out.  In the midst of that there was this power that was present.  In creation God’s Spirit moved across 
the face of the earth.  In the design of the ark God’s people were rescued, and now the church is being empowered 
for ministry that she might serve the living God.  Acts chapter 2 is a record of some of the things that happened in 
the church, and I have given you an insert.  There’s just a little paradigm, a little picture that over the years I put 
together, and it reflects what  happened in Acts, and I’m going to just spend two minutes to walk you through this. 
 
In Acts chapter 2, as the Spirit of God came, certain things started to happen that are universally present wherever 
the church exists.  The first thing is this:  the Lordship of Christ was being proclaimed.  I’ve called that the 
Lordship Reality.  Peter let the church know, he let everyone that was there in Jerusalem know, that they were all 
in trouble because the One they had crucified God had made both Lord and Christ.  That is an objective, historic 
reality, that Christ is right now on the throne.  Because of that, when people understood that they became under 
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conviction.  That’s the second point.  People started to cry out, “What must we do to be saved, because Christ is 
Who He is?  I know in light of His light who I am, and I’m in need of mercy.” That takes us to point three.  Peter 
gave them specific steps or direction.  In this case Peter told them, “Repent and be baptized.”  John the Baptist 
during his days told soldiers not to be harsh with the people they were dealing with.  Jesus told Zacchaeus to give 
back money as a tax collector he had wrongfully taken.  Wouldn’t that be a good idea today?  There are specific 
things of repentance that relate directly to all of us as individuals, but we need to know what we need to do.  And 
then as people came to faith in Christ the Bible says they were baptized.  It reflected the initiation of their journey 
with Jesus.  I want you to understand that during this time when Rome ruled, to take upon yourself a sign of 
baptism was in essence taking upon yourself a sign of death because you were aligning yourself, you were 
identifying yourself with the One who had been crucified, and you were naming Him as your Lord and Savior.  
But the early church rose to do that without hesitation.  And when they did that, what happened next?  Well, I saw 
where they were welcomed into the family of God.  People opened up their homes for each other.  Hospitality 
started to spread like fire because other people had come to Jesus just like you had.  All of a sudden you couldn’t 
believe it.  God really is at work.  “I know John over here and he was the worst person you could ever imagine 
and he’s come to Jesus.  I have to have him over and find out what happened in his life.  And Sue, well you know 
about her.  You know what happened in her life, and all of a sudden her life is changed.  It’s undeniable.”  People 
were welcoming into one another’s homes those who had come to faith.  Then there was this reality that their new 
life had in fact begun.  As they tried to work out as Paul said, “Work out your salvation with fear and trembling,” 
they realized that they didn’t know what to do.  So they went to the apostles.  Next point.  They sat under the 
apostles teaching.  They learned from men who had been with Jesus what it meant to walk with him.  Fellowship 
was spawned, they broke bread before God with one another in one another’s homes.  They celebrated the Lord’s 
Table.  They sought the face of God in prayer, and they were in awe of Who God was and is in their worship.  
Because of that restoration that was going on in their lives, there was visible, demonstrated actions of love.  The 
Bible says, “There was no need among them because they sold their properties and did whatever it took to meet 
people’s needs.”  Wow.  The church was on fire, and every time God starts to move the flames start to glow.  The 
embers start to be kindled and all of a sudden God starts to work. 
 
I’m going to close this morning by reading this little thing by Max Lucado, “Are you listening.”  Once there was a 
man who dared God to speak,  “Burn the bush like you did for Moses, God, and I will follow.  Collapse the walls 
like you did for Joshua, God, and I will fight.  Still the waves like you did on Galilee, God, and I will listen.”  So 
the man sat by a bush, near a wall, close to the sea, and waited for God to speak.  God heard the man, so God 
answered.  He sent fire, not in a bush but for a church.  He brought down a wall, but not of brick but a wall of sin.  
He stilled a storm, but not of the sea, but of a soul that was restless.  And God waited for the man to respond.  
And he waited, and he waited, and he waited.  But because the man was looking at bushes and not hearts, bricks 
and not lives, seas and not souls, he decided that God had done nothing.  Finally he looked to God and asked, 
“Have you lost your power?”  And God looked at him and said, “No, you’ve lost your hearing.” 
 
God is at work.  He’s at work mightily and powerfully.  Pentecost is a narrative, an example of what He does in 
the lives of His people, and He bids us come. 
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