“Does God Have a Design for Ministry?”
Acts 2:1-4

Since my arrival, the messages that I've been mintp you have been on the theme, “The kingdoBad.”
This is a direct passage that speaks about thédimdoof the kingdom in the life of the churchwént to share a
couple of things with you this morning from thisssage.

"When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were ghttter in one placéAnd suddenly there came from heaven a
sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled #wtire house where they were sittingnd divided tongues as

of fire appeared to them and restea each one of therhAnd they were all filled with the Holy Spirit anddan

to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave thitenamce. (ESV)

A few months back in the month of May when my vafel | visited this beautiful town, we encounterechs of
the most beautiful weather we have ever seen irotine lives. And when we drove across the cquintr
August and arrived here around August 16, the vegatfas still absolutely incredible. | don’t knofwou
noticed it or not, but the weather pattern has ghdra little bit. | know something’s wrong withetikable where
we’re staying because every time it comes up,gpkeshowing a weather map that was yesterdagpystrainy
and cold and windy. | don’t know why but every diajust keeps showing that. The thing that amamess that
our experience up in Seattle has been nothingnouedibly beautiful weather. So we’ve got no pegddistory
to relate to the change of weather that we're nepesgencing. But | was told by many dear frienaishis church
when | was candidating that it wasn’t going to berg/ forever. There might be a couple of days from
September through March or April that we would gédittle bit of rain. When we got here | startezhling about
the Green River, and then | started hearing alteuGreen River dam, and then | started gettingr gticéures in
my mind about difficulty and trial, and all of adtlen you realize that there is a weather patters, ien’'t there?
Now, that may be news to me but it's certainly metvs to you. The reason | bring that up is becangene
who lives in Seattle knows what the weather is gadmbe like. There’s no surprise to you; you st very
gracious in trying to explain to guests that thegyrancounter a little different weather than theyised to. That
is so cool and fantastic because you realize tlsghart of God's design for this part of His earind it's how He
brings about the blessing through rain of all taevbst and fruitfulness. Once in a while aftes iten absolutely
pouring rain, you get that five minutes when yoe 8 sunshine and all of a sudden the cloudsare. gl've
never seen such a crystal clear view of the monratad it's wonderful. And those five minutes kegpa going
for the next time.

It's amazing that we can know that, that we careeigmce that, and we can read in our Bible whesayit the
heavens declare the glory of God and they're rifigddis purpose and direction, and through evervibather
He is providentially changing the course of peapl&/es and nations. We can understand that boesow we
lose track of the simple thing of “design” whemrdmes to the church. The entire pattern of théeBiiom
chapter after chapter reflects one single thingragraihers, that one thing, that God is unfolding plirpose, His
plan across this earth. Even though the worsgghirappen, even though the heights of man’s sm se@scend
and to destroy the kingdom of God and the peopfeaxf, God still prevails over it. Eventually thenshine
comes. Eventually amidst the darkness and thearairthe dreariness which sometimes are our tellef a
sudden we have this flash of light that God hafemfjotten us, that God still loves us, that Hisgmse has not
gone wanting.

The Book of Acts is a chronicle, a historical ntiwathat Luke was writing to let the people of hge know (in
particular one governor, Theophilus) of the exhitgs that Jesus was continuing to do in the liftne church
even though Jesus was at the right hand of theeFetlheaven. Luke was wanting everyone to come to
understand that the God that had brought redemgitaurgh His son, through His life and His death Bl
crucifixion, through His ascending from the gravel éhe depths of hell, through His resurrectiomfithe dead,
through His witnessing by over five hundred anddimvds and the apostles, through His ascensioriedven
and enthronement upon the throne of David that @aslnot finished yet. That God was still, havingught
about redemption through Jesus, going to now agelyvork of Jesus to the church. And through that
application of the work of Jesus to the churchhi®y/ministry of the Holy Spirit, God was going tarisform them
more and more into the image of His Son so thawibid would be able to look at the church and kribat God




was alive and that God is the God of grace andGoatis the God who saves sinners like us, ané'thbope for
them. So when Luke is writing this epistle, he@nting us to catch a bit of the narrative of ounaedemption.

I’'m going to just mention three things and you'lepaobably thinking, “Yeah, right. Pastors hardlyer mention
just three things.” The point of God’s design, tineof of God’s design, and the power of God’s gess seen in
this passage here in Acts chapter 2 starting isevér The Bible says,

"When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were ghtter in one place. (ESV)

As | mentioned, God had finished with the ministfyJesus, bringing about the absolute paymentthat
necessary for our sin. Christ had been raised thendead to prove Who He was. He had ascendée right
hand of the Father, and Peter says in the Bookctd that His resurrection, His ascension, His @m&ment in
glory is in itself evidence that God is true andtt@hrist is who He claimed to be. As they werekimg over
these truths, they were gathered together fofdhisof Pentecost — this Day when in the traditibisael, this
Day of celebrating the gathering of crops — tha#'gmt Pentecost was about. It was about the fuitsfof the
crops. The Bible says that the disciples, ondagtwhen Pentecost arrived, “were all togethemia place.”
That speaks to God’s sovereignty, it speaks tgphis and His purpose, but for our consideratiorsrtiorning |
want you to catch the point of God’s design in ttesause God had gathered His church in that @oe gl that
they could collectively together experience the itgnof His spirit's presence into their lives. Tivbole point
of that design was to bring His blessing to thdfentecost was about blessing. It was about fugsf It was
about the gathering of crops, and now Christ wadisg to gather His church on that Day of Penteasshey
were simply sitting in that room. What a powenftdy that God was demonstrating His presence.

There was the point of God’s design which is hareedlessing, and you know that even in the Oldtdiment
when the Israelites were going through so manjistaad struggles, God said through Jeremiah, ‘tiys
purpose, my plan not to harm you but to give ydutare and a hope.” The Israelites were now bagmto get
proof of that, and that brings me to the secondtpthat there was a proof of God’s design as fhet®f God
came and their lives were changed. That's foungeimse 2.

2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound kikighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire howskeere
they were sitting. (ESV)

There was nothing the church could have done tarozg this or to manipulate it or to control itodssent it.
The point of God'’s blessing was now being provetwvath in fact a demonstration of His blessingstproof of
His presence with His people as His Spirit descéngi®on them collectively as a church. We can gk frathe
Old Testament and see other similar events whetes@pirit was working to bring about a specifiajpose or
design. The first one of course is at creatiore rdAd in Genesis chapter 1 that the Spirit of @as hovering
over the surface of the earth and as God’s Spa# overing over the earth, God's design beganfadiover
the next six days. The presence of God’s Spidatipht design and order to the planet and to theeus that He
was making. In second place, consider the timéaath in Genesis chapter 6. Man had rebelled ap@iod,
turned away from Him. But then it says that th&iSpf God was grieved that He had even made n#amd so
God raised up Noah and gave him specific planstaimu to build an ark. Building an ark heréght make
sense. Building one in the desert doesn’'t. Bul atd Noah to build it. He gave him specific dgs, and that
was happening as the Spirit of God was moving at $ituation in that place of the earth.

My wife and | served in Australia for almost thigteyears and there is a place in the heart ofahetry called
“Ayers Rock.” The Aboriginals refer to it as “Uluf It's this mammoth structural rock that hasteaised up
out of the earth. To walk around it takes aborgerhours. To give you some kind of parallel, wieu first see
it it's a lot like looking at Mount Rainier. Youdraost say, “Oh my goodness.” It's striking becatlsedesert
goes forever and all of a sudden there’s this matinmoxk in the middle of it. Gloria and | went datsee Ayers
Rock and while we were there we heard part ofttus where park rangers were discussing what hpddred
to bring about Ayers Rock. They explained it hathe about as a result of this incredible volcaotovay
pushing up rock from under the earth. Then aboutaur and a half drive away through the deserethe
another formation called “The Olgas.” They're drthuge rock formation except that this formatiain’t
result from the earth being pushed up. This rocknation resulted from sedimentary layering of dursd dirt




and creatures. The park ranger said, “We don'kwhat happened here but at one time there wamod.fl
Really? A flood in the middle of the desert? tghat interesting? Seems like God said somethibayt that.
All over the earth there are these witnesses tstaphic events that only the Bible explains. eHge have
again in the account of Noah in Genesis chapter @caasion where the Spirit of God was moving irahie life
because of His disdain to the sin that was prasembrid, for Noah to build an ark.

But there’s a third example | want to briefly memtj and that has to do with Moses’ tabernacle. asé4’
tabernacle, the same thing happened. God calle$/iw the mountain. God gave him specific dedignahat
the tabernacle was to look like. He told MoseBxodus 25 in verses 9 and 40, “Construct the tanderafter
the pattern you've seen on this mountain.” Theatvaid God do? Down in the valley God empowereapje

in the church, Old Testament Israel, to actuallyifate the necessary things for the constructfahai
tabernacle. He gifted people with artisan and jenskills to be able to build the very thing thaod said needed
to be built so that people could worship Him agttraveled through the desert. That was a regalina
specifically, of God’s Spirit moving in the heaasd lives of men to bring about another phasedgmgption.

Now in Acts, building on what God’s Spirit had ddnecreation, building on what had happened throNghh,
building on what had happened under Moses, Godi#t &now moving specifically in the life of thehurch to
bring about God'’s design, God’s pattern for miistAs the Spirit of God was poured out upon therch, the
proof of God’s design was seen in lives and mii@stthat were being built up with the power of Gaihg at
work in their lives.

That brings me to the third point. There was thimpof God’s design which is harvest or blessimgthe proof
of God’s design which was the building up of minigh the lives of people. There’s also this poweod’'s
design as seen in what the Spirit of God was dimirige early church. That's in Acts chapter 2 seeB.

® And divided tongues as of fire appeared to themrastidon each one of them. (ESV)

There’s a lot of discussion about the whole tondgs®se out of Acts, but it's a very simple thinfongues in the
Book of Acts, Glossolalia, has to do with foreigmguages. We know that because in Acts as peppke $n
different languages, people from the nations thal dmathered in Jerusalem for Pentecost were hetiieng@ospel
in their own tongue, in their own language.

| pastored a church in Cairns in Queensland irfiahaorth of Australia. | have to tell you, | peyfor the gift of
tongues. Not utterances but the real thing bechluad a congregation of Cook Islanders. | hadrayoegation
of Solomon Island people. | had a congregatiokareans. | had a congregation where the Koreams tsgng
to reach the Japanese. When | would preach i€oak Island service, one of my brothers, Bill Napavould
translate into Cook Island. When | preached inkbeean service, | had two translators. There avEsrean
brother, Joe Kim, who translated into Korean, add@anese sister in Christ who would translateJafmanese.
If you think your services ever go long here It would have been awesome to be able to sayeto fersonally,
“Oh, by the way, this is what it means in your laage.” But God raised up people in the churchotthdt, of
course. And God is still raising up people to kot tacross the planet with Bible translation anehghing else.
But on this day God wanted the message to go aalt t@tions simultaneously. It was going to ewa years
before the printing press and a few years aftariieore Microsoft. God did it to show that He wasd to get
the word out. In the midst of that there was pug/er that was present. In creation God’s Spiovea across
the face of the earth. In the design of the arl’'&people were rescued, and now the church igymimpowered
for ministry that she might serve the living Godicts chapter 2 is a record of some of the things llappened in
the church, and | have given you an insert. Tlsgtest a little paradigm, a little picture that otlee years | put
together, and it reflects what happened in Aatd, lan going to just spend two minutes to walk yhrough this.

In Acts chapter 2, as the Spirit of God came, aettangs started to happen that are universatyg@nt wherever
the church exists. The first thing is this: thtardship of Christ was being proclaimed. I've cdlthat the
Lordship Reality. Peter let the church know, heeslgeryone that was there in Jerusalem know, tiegt were all
in trouble because the One they had crucified Gatirhade both Lord and Christ. That is an objechistoric
reality, that Christ is right now on the throneedduse of that, when people understood that thegnhe under




conviction. That's the second point. People sthtb cry out, “What must we do to be saved, bec&lsist is
Who He is? | know in light of His light who | arand I'm in need of mercy.” That takes us to poimee. Peter
gave them specific steps or direction. In thisedaster told them, “Repent and be baptized.” JomBaptist
during his days told soldiers not to be harsh withpeople they were dealing with. Jesus told Eaeuas to give
back money as a tax collector he had wrongfullgtakWouldn't that be a good idea today? Therespeeific
things of repentance that relate directly to alilsfas individuals, but we need to know what welriealo. And
then as people came to faith in Christ the Biblesdhey were baptized. It reflected the initiatadriheir journey
with Jesus. | want you to understand that dufirigytime when Rome ruled, to take upon yourselfja of
baptism was in essence taking upon yourself acfigieath because you were aligning yourself, yorewe
identifying yourself with the One who had been drad, and you were naming Him as your Lord andi&av
But the early church rose to do that without hé¢isita And when they did that, what happened nexté&ll, | saw
where they were welcomed into the family of Go@ojple opened up their homes for each other. Hugpit
started to spread like fire because other peoplechme to Jesus just like you had. All of a sudgmncouldn’t
believe it. God really is at work. “I know Johwes here and he was the worst person you couldimaggine
and he’s come to Jesus. | have to have him owkfiat out what happened in his life. And Sue,lwel know
about her. You know what happened in her life, @alhdf a sudden her life is changed. It's undbl@g People
were welcoming into one another’'s homes those vetbdome to faith. Then there was this reality thair new
life had in fact begun. As they tried to work astPaul said, “Work out your salvation with fead amembling,”
they realized that they didn’t know what to do. tBey went to the apostles. Next point. Theyusalker the
apostles teaching. They learned from men who lead lwith Jesus what it meant to walk with him. I¢we$hip
was spawned, they broke bread before God with nathar in one another’s homes. They celebrated ah#s
Table. They sought the face of God in prayer,taegl were in awe of Who God was and is in theirshigo.
Because of that restoration that was going oneir tives, there was visible, demonstrated actmfrisve. The
Bible says, “There was no need among them bechegesold their properties and did whatever it ttmkneet
people’s needs.” Wow. The church was on fire, evety time God starts to move the flames stagtdw. The
embers start to be kindled and all of a sudden $kaxts to work.

I’'m going to close this morning by reading thiglditthing by Max Lucado, “Are you listening.” Onteere was a
man who dared God to speak, “Burn the bush likedid for Moses, God, and | will follow. Collaptee walls
like you did for Joshua, God, and | will fight. ilBthe waves like you did on Galilee, God, andillisten.” So
the man sat by a bush, near a wall, close to theaswl waited for God to speak. God heard the s@mo0d
answered. He sent fire, not in a bush but foraah He brought down a wall, but not of brick buwall of sin.
He stilled a storm, but not of the sea, but of @ Hwat was restless. And God waited for the noarespond.

And he waited, and he waited, and he waited. Baabse the man was looking at bushes and not hieactss
and not lives, seas and not souls, he decidedthathad done nothing. Finally he looked to God asiced,
“Have you lost your power?” And God looked at lamd said, “No, you've lost your hearing.”

God is at work. He’s at work mightily and poweljul Pentecost is a narrative, an example of whatbks in
the lives of His people, and He bids us come.







