“Whoever...”
John 12:44-50

*4 And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believeaén believes not in me but in him who sent*m&nd whoever sees me
sees him who sent nfé1 have come into the world as light, so that wheséaelieves in me may not remain in darknéSsk.
anyone hears my words and does not keep thermatjadge him; for | did not come to judge the widsut to save the
world. *® The one who rejects me and does not receive mysviars a judge; the word that | have spoken wilggihim on
the last day?® For | have not spoken on my own authority, butfagher who sent me has himself given me a
commandment—what to say and what to sp8aknd | know that his commandment is eternal lifaatV say, therefore, |
say as the Father has told me.” (ESV)

This morning’s text is not specifically relatedRalm Sunday, but we’ve been looking at this portbthe Book of John for
a month. It actually began with Jesus’ triumphahgand worked its way through a few differentgg. Now, this morning
we're looking at what is going to be a summaryesfuk’ teaching.

The first twelve chapters of John had seven sigdssaven “| am” statements. After laying out b#de signs and all these
“I am” statements, John gave us a summary of thigorese to Jesus. Jesus’ public ministry had eradedJohn said,
“Here’s what it looked like at the end.” Let madethat to you [chapter 12].

3"Though he had done so many signs before themstitiadid not believe in him, (ESV)

Jesus does all this stuff and yet people still tbalieve. Last week we looked at John basicalling us a summary of that
response and why they didn’t believe. Also, it @frended up that some did believe in Jesus layt Were afraid to say it
publicly because they didn't want to be excommuteiddrom the synagogue.

John gave us a summary of why people didn’t bejiaeav he’s going to give us a summary of what Jésilked about in
those first twelve books. What | just read to y®&a summary of the whole Gospel of John, and Wbatis taught in the
Gospel of John. We're going to look at three tBitigjs morning, or really three words that we’réngao use as sort of pegs
to hang things on. The first word is “revelationsid | don’'t mean the Book of Revelation, but | m&areveal something.
The second word is “salvation.” And then the lastd we're going to talk about is “repetition.” at's the summary of
Jesus’ whole ministry. Let’s look first at revedat.

If you look at verse 44,

“ And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believamén believes not in me but in him who sent*inend whoever sees me
sees him who sent m& | have come into the world as light, so that wiesebelieves in me may not remain in darkness.
(ESV)

These are some pretty bold words from a guy, iftyiok about it, who is an out-of-work carpenteraoritinerant rabbi. He
does something that no other religious teacheetiasdone, at least ones that were not a littleycralhe summary of His
teaching is basically this: “I came and | revedBatl to you. So much do | reveal God to you thgbu've heard me,
you've heard Him. If you've seen Me, you've seerdG Imagine someone coming to Jesus and say®an You tell me
how to find God? Can you tell me what to do?” andgine Jesus saying, “What do you think? Youyeking at Him!”
That would seem crazy unless you begin to realhkthbout it. Unless God reveals Himself you c&mdow Him. Unless
He reveals Himself in a person you can’t embraga.HYou can know stuff about God. The apostle Bays in Romans
chapter 1 that God has revealed Himself. His iblgsattributes are well known to everyone aroumslworld so that they're
without excuse. In other words, you can know atééod’s attributes. So what? Think about it.

If you're familiar with the Westminster Shorter €ahism, question number four asks, “What is Gol®w, get ready for
this because it's going to minister to you. WisaGod? “God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal and laecgeable, in His being,
wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness andi.truboes that make your heart flutter? You caowthose things about
God. You ask, “Tommy, can you tell me about GodY&ah, | know He's a spirit.” “Okay.” “He’s infiite, eternal, and
unchangeable.” “Okay.” “He’s got being, wisdonower, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.” tiidise things are true.
That is Who God is, but you don’t know Him that wag you? You can’t. A lot of you know a lot ¢iings about me. You
know | was in the Army and you know that | usedviark at Eli Lilly, but do you know me? You can’h@&w me unless you
actually have a conversation with me, unless yduadly interact with me. The problem is, you canteract with someone
unless they're there, obviously. But that leada tmgger problem. Why did God become a man? Bschle wanted to
reveal Himself to us. But also, only in the persbdesus can you actually see that God is kirat,@wod is gracious, and
that God is merciful. God’s attributes can’t hgtil. God’s attributes can’t comfort you.




| had a blast of inspiration a few weeks ago. $wanking through, “Why
did God have to be a man? How do you explaintthatople? Why
couldn’t He sort of proclaim Himself from the heag® Why couldn’t He
just give you a Bible and tell you the right thirtgsdo?” It's actually pretty
simple, and I'm going to use an object lesson tavsyou.

A few months ago, my wife, Judy, who likes birdkexs me to make some

birdhouses. | thought “okay.” She showed me &upécof what she wanted.

Here’s one of them. It's cool, right? It getstbet Check it out. The back

is clear acrylic with suction cups on it so you gan it outside of your

kitchen window, or you can put it outside anywhevéhen the birds nest, in

theory, they come and you can watch them nest ¢firthe window. Judy

wanted me to make these. To be honest, | dorét theat much about birds,

but I made them. Anyone who does woodworking gitling else like that,

you want to know if what you made actually worl&o, everyday | go and |

stare. Our house now is like “Villa de Chirp.” e are these things on

every single window. A few weeks ago, when it waewing, | was

standing at our kitchen window, and the birds werside of the kitchen

window, three feet away from the birdhouse on tfambhes of a tree whose

leaves had fallen off. Their little beaks werettdrang as they stand out

there. | said, “Come into the house! It's warnttiare.” Then it hit me.

This is a new spin on an old illustration. How dayet the birds to come in?

The only way to get the birds to come in is if sbie | was able to go

outside and tell them, “Dude, it's warm in theMou're freezing your little

claws off, and inside it's warm.” But what would\re happened if | had

just gone out like | am now? Would the birds heaeeived me? They wouldn’t have. They would hidwen away
because they would have been scared. | am toantigpowerful and awesome in their sight. (Emphasithe awesome.) |
felt a little stupid. | told Judy, “If | could betne a bird and go out there and tell them it wasmwiaside, then they would
know and they would be able to understand.” Thatig God became a man. If God came to us in alisfpower and all
of His glory, He would simply crush us. We lookila¢ prophet Isaiah, who had a vision of God onthtisne, and the first
thing he said was, “Whoa, | am undone. I'm beiigintegrated. | cannot stand in His presence.d @ants to come to us
and tell us, “Come home. Your sins are forgiv€m going to take care of everything.” He had witlin a way we could
understand, and Jesus is that way. Jesus is thevlom came as a man to let us know that God iamgity. Or, if God is
angry, He's going to take that anger out on sometse and that would be Jesus Himself. Jesusie@od to us. He has
to. Unless you know Jesus, you cannot know God.

There’s something else. Jesus said, “I came ighiaso that they might not walk in darkness.” Tuo®d news is that Jesus
reveals God to us. The bad news is that He rewsatis us. In other words, Jesus as light not oalgals God to us, but
Jesus reveals who we are. With the light of Jebirsng upon us it shows us to be sinners. Yeisleame and said, “The
same light that came to reveal your sin is the siighethat will dispel your sin, the same lighattwill dispel your darkness.
Unless you have that light, you will walk in darkse’ The first thing that summarizes Jesus’ teagis just this: He came
to reveal God, that God came to make Himself knoaijust in a book, but also in a person. Thaspeis Jesus. Why did
that person come? He reveals God: Revelation. #lithjde come? Salvation. Let’s look at the next ferses.

“"If anyone hears my words and does not keep thdmnbt judge him:; for | did not come to judge tharld but to save the
world. * The one who rejects me and does not receive nysvhars a judge; the word that | have spoken wilbeihim on
the last day.

Does that surprise you that He says that? If wa’tegalist | know it does. Jesus comes and Sags&in’t come to judge
the world.” In fact it almost makes it sound liké,people don't believe it's no sweat off my batk'l didn't come to judge
the world, | came to save the world.” The questiriwhat does He mean by that?” Most Christitake it for granted and
they ask people who don’'t know Jesus, “Are you daVePeople say, “What? What are you talking aBoudr people say,
“Jesus saves.” | remember in college a guy wh@nekier you'd say, “Jesus saves,” he'd say, “WHhat@en stamps?”
What does Jesus save? When Jesus says, “| da# to judge the world but to save the world,” wilees He mean by
that? The answer is that there are two things frdnich Jesus saves us, and they both have to talvig thing called sin.

The first way that Jesus saves us is from the gidin. You and | are guilty. Sometimes my kidyg,s‘Dad, you make me
feel guilty.” My response is, “The reason you fgallty is because you are guilty. Right? | dam&nt to make you feel




that way, but come on . ..” You and | are gudfyour sin, and Jesus comes to save us from thieofsin. How does He
save us from the guilt of sin? He saves us froemgthilt of sin on the cross. When Jesus goestertbss, He bears our
guilt. He bears your guilt. He bears my guiltnd¥or that guilt, He also bears the wrath of Gbdaean the full-bore anger
and wrath and justice of God. When you think ali®oitl, you say, “What is God like?” A lot of peomiay, “Why, |

believe in a loving God” or “I believe in a merdifdod” or “I believe in this kind of God or thatrid of God.” If God is
loving, which He is, and if He is all-merciful, wdti He is, and He is all-just, which He is, thenhase a problem because
where do mercy and justice kiss? Somehow they ttaeeme together. We talked about forgivenessreefForgiveness is
never free. Someone always pays the bill. Someatways bears the brunt of it. Only at the crosshet mercy of God and
the justice of God come together and kiss, becaeses bears the wrath of God that you and | desékl®ever believes in
Him is freed from his guilt. It's gone. Hebrewd® says, “He has cleansed our conscience frorh’gliils gone, but
there’s something else.

He cleanses us from the guilt of sin, but also ftbempower of sin. If you're going to save some@aving them out of
bondage is a good thing. Saving them out of slaigeea good thing. Jesus was having an argumeldhin chapter 8 with
some religious leaders. They were talking abaoigtifsue of bondage and oppression. They said,v&\fever been
oppressed by anybody.” Even when they said tlet Were under Roman oppression, not to mentioigyptians, the
Babylonians, and the Assyrians. Nonetheless, Jegago the chase and says, “l tell you the trikhyone who sins is a
slave to sin.” By nature we're guilty of sin, also we're a slave to sin. You can't free youréelfn it. Trying to free
yourself from sin in your own power is like stepgion a piece of bubble gum on a hot sunny day.eHawu ever done that
in a parking lot? Man, that makes me mad. Yop steit. The more you try to get it off your shtfee more it spreads to
everywhere else. You just can’t do it. Jesus conu only to save us from the guilt of sin bubdi®m the power of sin.
Would you be cleansed from your burden of sin? WWgou be a slave to your sin and have it consgamike you, or would
you be freed from it? Some of you, whether yoCteistians or not, have been struggling with siesrywhole life,
particular sins, besetting sins. The questiofDs, you really believe that Jesus can free you ftbmpower of that sin?” |
can’t answer that for you. You have to answer.ttix you really believe that? If you believe Heacdo you believe He
will? Will you give it to Him? Will you put youfaith in Him? That's how he came to save us, mby from the guilt of sin
(and you gut it out for the rest of your life), btam the power of sin to help you right now. Dawbelieve that?

It gets better. He not only reveals God, He brigy®lation. Not only does He bring salvation, @t this) He brings
repetition. What do | mean by that? | don’t megpetition like a father and their children, altgbuHe did that, too. |
mean repetition in that Jesus repeated somethaiguhs given to Him to tell us. What was that?'d ok at the last few
verses.

9 For | have not spoken on my own authority, butfhther who sent me has himself given me a comnemtdnwhat to
say and what to spea¥. And | know that his commandment is eternal lifeaWV say, therefore, | say as the Father has told
me.” (ESV)

Did you catch that? Jesus is saying that He'smotg to let Himself off the hook, but instead deelling us where His
authority comes from. “Whatever you hear me dagt’'s what God says. In fact the very things tssty, | say to you on
behalf of God.” Jesus not only reveals God butéteesents God to us. That's important because teigh Jesus said
He did not come to judge the world but to savevibed, He does say that the world will be judgeer#) did He not? He
says, “I'm not going to be doing the judging, thbugrhe judgment against people will be the verydabat | spoke to
them. Think back to John chapter 5 when Jesugisray with some Pharisees and they basically adjim, “We don't
need all of this because we believe in Moses.Usleaid, “Well, Moses is going to be the one whruaes you at the end of
the day.” They asked, “What are you talking abbut2 said, “Well, Moses wrote about Me and if Vioelieved Moses,
then you would believe in Me. But since you ddigtieve in Me, then Moses is going to accuse yddfiat He's saying
here is, “The word that | have spoken to you istltieg that at the end of the day is going to aegumu. It's one thing. It's
a command.” Did you notice it was “command” in giegular? He says,

“9 For | have not spoken on my own authority, butfthther who sent me has himself given me a commamdawhat to
say and what to speak. (ESV)

So Jesus says, “All of heaven and hell—all of ywwhple life—everything that you ever were, areadlyour sin,

everything, and right relationship with God rel@sone commandment.” Not the Ten Commandmentas ¥sd. Not the
whole law. One thing. What is it? What is thae@wommandment? “The father gave me a commandmésit you.”

What is it? Whenever you're interpreting the Bitkle first thing is to interpret the Bible with thest of the Bible, especially
if the author of one book wrote another book, antuhately for us John who wrote this Gospel alsotevthe books of},

2" and & John, and he explains to us what this commandiseM/hat is this commandment that Jesus expemts fis?

In 1 John chapter 3 he says,




21Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we harfidence before God?and whatever we ask we receive from him,
because we keep his commandments and do what pleiasé’And this is his commandment,

(Are you ready for this?)
that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Gimiiove one another . . . (ESV)

That's it! All of life, all of heaven and hell,la¥f your sin, all of God’s justice, everything mves around that one thing,
this one command. Believe on the Lord Jesus Chhisfohn chapter 6 Jesus had just fed 5,000 eodl@ came to him
looking for more bread, and Jesus said to themp*Oabor after that kind of bread.” They askedVhat does he expect
from us?” Let me read that to you.

B Then they said to him, “What must we do, to begittie works of God?** Jesus answered them, “This is the work of
God, that you believe in him whom he has sent. [ES

That's it! Is obedience itself important? Ultirabt, sure it is. But the primary thing that is ionfant at the beginning is
whether you have faith in Jesus Christ. Do you?yBu have faith in Jesus? Have you trusted Hifa®e you believed in
Him? That is what God is commanding. It's notreea invitation it's a command. | ask you, “If yoainot going to
believe in him, what else is going to save you?aW\étse brings you deliverance from your guilt, gldt and power of sin?
What else reveals God to you?”

Judy and the girls and | watched a pretty good mgesterday. It had some good parts in it. Tieedf the movie was,
“The Last Sin Eater.” Someone recommended it taroeuple of years ago. | just got around tdtit set in Appalachia
about 1840 and it's a community of people from V¥aldno moved there. | don't want to give away ttevim, but the
community committed a sin and on the basis of traraunity’s sin they revived an old Welsh traditlmpappointing one of
the individuals in the community to be what'’s cdlla sin-eater.” That person’s lot in life is thvalhen people die he comes
to the gravesite and people leave an offering edttron the person’s chest. He comes and eatsréwd in symbolic
gesture of taking their sins upon him. He eats g#ie. Now, he runs into a problem because tlseagen-year-old girl who
has a very personal issue. Her name is Cadi For®les’s just burdened down by the weight of hey thie weight of the
things she thinks she is guilty of and she caué lvith it. She goes to seek the sin-eater befbeedies. She wants him to
take her sins away now because she can'’t liveth@&m. So she finally finds him and he tells heletve, “Go away.” She
says, “If you don't take my sins away, I'll makesit you have to.” In other words she threatenddlltberself. He said,

“All right. All right. All right.” So, he makeser lie down and they go through the process dhtpway her sin. He eats
this bread and he begins to walk away and she cugs| don't feel any different.” He says, “l cd@ help you anymore.”
She said, “What really takes away my sins?” Hésyahck, “| wish | knew, Cadi. | wish | knew.” 8lyoes home and
there’s an itinerant preacher there. She bumpshimh and he sees that she’s distraught and aSksli,'what has got you so
distraught?” She tells him all of her sins. Saigl shat she gave all of her sins to the sin-eatgirhe couldn’t help her and it
didn’'t change anything. He looked at her and s&d, you believe this?” She said, “Doesn’t everg@h He said, “Oh,
child.” He brought her into his arms and said, figplong ago God sent the real sin-eater — thenaligin-eater who took
on all of your sins and gave you complete forgiesnand washed away every black mark and everythatg/ou've ever
done.” She said, “When you see Him, could youHih how sorry | am and ask him to forgive me?” $4éd, “I think you
just did, child.” The greatest part is as he hiogsclose to him and she asks, “Does He have a?taiflee preacher just
whispers, “Jesus. Jesus.” Jesus is the only dwoecan take away your sin. Jesus is the only drecan break the power
of sin in your life. The question is, “Will youust Him?” Think about that.




